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Grades K6 Coordinator: Rose Fleming
rflem822@yahoo.com or at 58558287

Grades 712 Coordinator: Joan Weinman
5856105417

Religious Education Staff:

Kindergarten  Mrs. Mary McCumiskey
Grades 1 &2  Mrs. Mary Blocho
Grades 3&4  Mrs. Heidi Scott

Grades 5& 6  Sister Rosemary Benson
Grades 7 &8 Mrs. Randa Harrington

Grade 9 Mrs. Joan Weinman
Grades 1011  Vicariate Confirmation Program
Substitutes Mrs. Marian Fleming

Miss Ashely Nichols

Miss Rose Fleming




St . Patrickes R.
St . Patrickes R.

\ PARISH OFFICES \
109 W. Main St. 8 PO Box 198
Fillmore, NY 14735 -0198

PHONE: (585) 567-2282
FAX: (585) 567-4172

Rev. Dennis J. J. Mancuso, OCBSPastor

Thursday, September 3, 2009
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The goal and purpose of our Parish Religious Education
Program is not only to form our young people in the doctrines
of our faith (even though that is an important element of it).

For while it is necessary for our children to know about the
Lord, it is critically important that our approach to religious
education aids our young people in knowing Christ,
experiencing His love concretely (that is Sacramentally) and
in the fullness of its reality (that is through the Eucharist).

It is for this reason that our religious education program
cannot be considered as separate from our worship of God in
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Our knowledge of the reality

of Christ's love which we learn about in religious education is
woefully incomplete without the grace -filled experience of
that same love in the Mass. That is why our program of
Religious Formation is centered upon the Mass, where we
encounter Christ, the source, the summit, and the center of
our lives.

With daily prayers for you and your families, | am

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dennis J. J. Mancuso, OCDS

Pastor
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\ Act of Contrition

O MY Gob, | am heartily sorry for having offended You, and | detest
all my sins, because | dread the loss of heaven and the pains of hell,
but most of all because they offend You, my God, who are ajood and
deserving of all my love. | firmly resolve, with the help of You grace, to
confess my sins, to do penance, and to amend my life. Amen.

\'The Apostl eds Cr

I BELIEVE IN Gob, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ, His only son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He
arose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, sits at the right hand
of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the liv-
ing and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurtem of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER REQUIREMENTS

Children are expected Ato Know by
Parents are Asked To Work With Their Children

GRADE [ Sign of the Cross and the Our Father
K
GRADE Hail Mary
1 plus the Sign of the Cross and the Our Father
GRADE [ The Glory Be and the Act of Contrition
2 plus the Sign of the Cross, the Our Father, and
the Hail Mary
GRADE The Apostles Creed
3 plus the Sign of the Cross, the Our Father,
And Up the Hail Mary, the Glory Be,
and the Act of Contrition
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Liturgical Catechesis:
Mass-Centered Religious Education

THE MASS AS THE CENTER OF THE AUTHENTIC
CATHOLIC LIFE: From its beginning, in the upper room
on the night when our Lord Jesus Christ initiated His passion
with the institution of the Eucharist, up to this very day, the
center of the Church's life was, is, and will always be the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass.It is for this reason that the fathers of
the Second Vatican Council said:

. .. the liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church
is directed; at the same time it is the font from which all her power
flows. For the aim and object of apostolic works is that all who are
made sons of God by faith and baptism should come together to
praise God in the midst of His Church, to take part in the sacrifice,
and to eat the Lord's supper. . . The liturgy in its turn moves the
faithful, filled with "the paschal sacraments," to be "one in holiness";
it prays that "they may hold fast in their lives to what they have
grasped by their faith"; the renewal in the Eucharist of the covenant
between the Lord and man draws the faithful into the compelling love
of Christ and sets them on fire. From the liturgy, therefore, and
especially from the Eucharist, as from a font, grace is poured forth
upon us; and the sanctification of men in Christ and the glorification
of God, to which all other activities of the Church are directed as
toward their end, is achieved in the most efficacious pdssible way.

The Mass is the central reality in our lives as Catholics it is
truly the source and the summit of our lives. Just as a flower
will soon wither and die without water - the Catholic who
does not regularly attend Mass will fall into a moral
mediocrity and the seed of faith planted in them by God's
grace at Baptism will soon wither. This is because they have
deprived themselves of this most efficacious means of divine

1 Cf. Matthew 26:2629; Mark 14:225; Luke 24:3035; John 6:4858; Acts 2:42; First
Corinthians 11:238
2 Second Vatican Councilpogmatic Constitution on the Sacred Liturg)8 10
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grace. Considering all of this it is only natural that any
Religious Education Program which seeks to immerse our
children into a real, living, and life-giving relationship with
our Lord, must be centered on the Mass.

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF PARENTS? The Church has
always taught that parents are the first teachers of their
children in the Faith. This is why at the baptism of their
children they are asked if they are ready to take upon
themselves this responsibility:

You have asked to have your child baptized. In doing so you are
accepting the responsibility of training him/her in the practice of the
Faith. It will be your duty to bring him/her up to keep God's
commandments as Christ taught us, by I&vimd and our
neighbor. Do you clearly understand what you are uridertaking?

Parents as the first teachers have the role of teaching their
children the Faith, by teaching them the practice of the Faith

- by bringing them to Mass every weekend. Since regular
weekly attendance at Mass and the regular reception of the
Holy Eucharist is the center of our lives as Catholics-
parents show the importance of this by taking their children
to Mass every weekend. This example goes a long ways in
showing our children the importance and centrality of the
Eucharist in our lives as Catholics. Parents also act as teachers
to their children by their lives of prayer, by their following

of the commandments, and by their charity towards their
neighbors.

WHO BENEFITS FROM THIS APPROACH?  The answer
to this question is threefold: (1) Our Children, (2) Our
Families, and (3) Our Parishes.

Our children benefit because they are immersed and formed
in the fullness of our Catholic Faith - which is both
theoretical and experiential - it is as mysterious as God

3 Rite of Baptism of Childrep8 77
4 For those who are properly disposed See Guidelines in the Missalette
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Prayers Every
Catholic Child
Needs To Know

\ The Sign of the Cross

We make the sign of the cross by touching with the right hand:
the forehead, saying,

In the Name of the Father
then the breast, adding

and of the Son
and then from the left shoulder to the right, while saying

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The sign of the cross shows that we are Christians because it eepmmss belief in the chief
mysteries of our Catholic faith: the mystery of the Blessed Trinity and the mystery of the Incarna-

tion and Redemption. The words we say show that God is one in Three Divine Persons. The sign of
the cross we make reminds us that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for us on the Cross.

\'The Lordés Praye

O UR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. Amen.

\ Hail Mary

H AL MARY, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of
our death. Amen.

\ Glory Be

( ; LORY BE to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, As it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE (cont)

9:45 - 11:00 AM

Sun, May 2 Roast Beef Dinner 12:6800 at the Church Hall
Sun, May 16 Regular Class

Sun, May 23 Regular Class

Sun, June 6 Final Class

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION SCHEDULE 2009  -2010

9:00 -10:00 at the Convent

Sun, Sept. 20 First Reconciliation Preparation Class

Sun, Oct. 25 First Reconciliation Preparation Class

Sun, Nov. 8 First Reconciliation Preparation Class

Sun, Nov. 22 First Reconciliation Preparation Class

Sat, Dec. 5 First Reconciliation Preparation Class in the Church
Sun, April 18 First Communion Preparation Class

Sun, April 25 First Communion Preparation Class

Sat, May 15 First Communion Preparation Class

Sat, May 22 First Communion Preparation Class

Sat, June 12 First Communion Preparation Class in the Church

THIS ISTHE CHALICE OFMY-BLOOD
OFTHENEW:& ETERNAL TESTAMENT
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himself and as concrete as the living out of the commandments.
Learning about the Lord's love in Religious Education must flow
into the Mass - the experience of Christ in the Mass leads back
to the understanding of that mystery as it is unpacked in our
Religious Ed. classes. In a day and age when our society and
even our schools are pushing a "faithless" and "Godless" vision
of reality, our children need to be immersed in the faith.
Religious Ed. alone is not enough.

Our families benefit through a more frequent attendance of
the Holy Sacrifice in which they receive (a) a weekly instruction
in the mysteries of the Faith through the Readings and the
Homily and (b) more importantly they receive God's grace to
live out their commitment as Catholics through Holy
Communion.

Our parishes benefit because of the presence of our young
families. In twenty or so years most of the present pillars of
our parishes will be using their real estate in our Parish
Cemetery. There will be no parishes HERE without this
generation of young people. The future presence of the
Catholic Church in Central and Northern Allegany County
depends upon the presence of our young families in our
parishes NOW. The participation of our young people in the
life of our parishes is a sign of the vitality of our parish
communities. The absence of young families at Mass is a sign of
decay!
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